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WHAT IT ALL MEANS 


It ie well for us who are in the 
midst of movements and events to 
pause occasionally and ask ourselves 
what is the meaning of the things in 
which we participate, and which 
often we simply take for granted. 
One comes out of a conference, « 
mission meeting, such a gathering as 
that of the Nations! Christian 
Council, a little breathles with all 
the pressure of work, impressed by 
certain personalities: or incidents, 
eager to get on with some postponed 
job—even, it may be, a little bored 
by listening to so many excellent 
speeches! What of it all? We are 
whirled into the next series of events 
#0 quickly that we scarcely have time 
to put the question, still lees to 
anewer it. We accept the meeting as 
a thing of the past, glad for any 
measure of inspiration or illumina- 
tion it has contributed to os. But 
we never look at it long enough to 


get it into perspective. 


Eesaying this task, Iam only do- 
jog what I should likeeach reader to 
do for the particular events in the 
midst of which he finds himself. Let 
us try to think how we would inter- 
pret these events to an interested 
spectator who wholly lacked our 
background, who came fresh to the 
business out of another world of ideas 
and activities. Could we enable him 
to catch any thrill, to see the thing 
we care so much about as an absorb- 
ing and vital interest, to appreciate 
that something was happening far 
bigger than the making of addresses 
and the passing of resolutions or 
whatever particular activity we were 
engaged in? Before reading the 
following paragraphs will you not 
pull yourself up and try to think into 
the problem suggested and see how 


you would solve it. You would have 
to think back into some assumptions 
long unchallenged in your own life, 
you would have to interpret some 
hali-understood thoughts, you would 
have to ask yourself again, What dees 
it all mean? 


The exercise would probably be a 
very useful one. Don't let what is 
here written be a eubstitute for it. 


Thinking back in this way to the 
recently concluded meeting of the N. 
C. C., 1 have a few things in mind 
which may be worth sayine. The 
firet and most important of them is 
just thie—What an amazing per- 
sonality is Jesus of Nazareth! Here 
we are nineteen hundred years after 
He came to live among men in oa 
country so different from His and in 
an age that has bared its life upon 
ideas utterly unthinkable when He 
lived, an age of machines and science, 
of world interests and democratic 
theories, and this man who lived 
centuries before the steam engine and 
under the mighty autocracy of the 
Roman Caesar, by the power of His 
personality, has drawn together these 
men and women, having ret ro- 
shaped them by His thought and His 
love, and has been working among 
them in these days to produce order 
out of chaos and unity in variety. 
In one after another of the reports 
from Jerusalem the outetanding 
message seems to be that Jesus means 
so much more to the speaker than 
ever He did before. As in the spring 
these men and women felt His pres- 
ence among them so again do we 
here. In very truth He lives and 
still works mighty works among the 
children of men. With fresh mean- 


ing we stand with reverence before 
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Him and say “Surely this is the Son 
of God.“ 


Another part of the meaning of 
this gathering is to be found in the 
actual fellowship of the Christian 
Church. How varied is the group; 
how many angles of vision there are, 
how many separate sete of prejudices. 
Yet acrows all the frontiers men make 
in their ignorance and folly there 
flows the ever-rising tide of spiritual 
life and vision. Together we see 
what separately we should miss. 
Together we attempt what alone we 
dare not face. The fellowship we 
have in Christ is a very real thing. 
It has practical value in human 
affairs. Not only does it warm our 
hearte: it also puts us in the way of 
scaling heights and crossing deserts 
and rising above disappointments. 
Think into the activity of the group 
and you will find that it means some- 
thing quite wonderful—a link in- 
tangible but mighty: it isan evidence 
ot the reality of epiritual fellowship. 
Ie not this the real promive of the 
fulfilment of Christ's prayer that they 
may all be one? 


If we probe this thought a little 
farther we discover a new meaning. 
It ie to be fonnd in the actual 
guidance of the Holy Spirit given to 
a group of sincere and humble- 
minded seekers. The achievement 
of a common mind is no small thing. 
When we use that phrase common 
mind“, do we not almost suggest 
that there is one Master Mind in 
which unity can be found’ The 
effort of the group is not to reach an 
adjustment between contending 
views, it is through friendly conflict 
to discover the mind of the Master. 
He, the Spirit of Truth, shall guide 
you into all truth.“ What a promise! 
The experience of this meeting isa 
fresh verification of it. We need 
such to-day. To some timid souls 
new moves always suggest danger 
more vividly than they sugzest golden 
opportunity. To nearly all at times 
misgivings come when familiar ways 
are left or familiar faces are seen no 
more. In the life of the Church in 
China a big thing is happening. 
Chinese are stepping rapidly into 
positions of trust. Not all will be 
Mistakes are inevitable. 
We need reassurance. Here it is. In 


such a gathering where order comes 
out of chaos, where varied views are 
harmonized as we look together to 
God Himself, where differences are 
expressed in love and a way found 
to satisfy all, we are in the presence 
of au august Personality. The 
“‘comuton mind'“ is the product of 
the Master Mind—the Spirit of Truth 
guiding us again into truth. We 
take courage having seen beyond the 
difficulties into the opportunities and 
having realized that He who led us 
out into thie great land isan surely 
leading the children whom God has 
given us. 


I. T. I. 


THE SIXTH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE COUNOIL 
11-18 October, 1928 


Another annual meeting has come 
and gone. There was a good attend- 
ance, keen attention to business, 
much happy fellowship, good construc- 
tive work accomplished, a sense of 
hope and expectation. Two major 
inflnences contributed to the success 
of the gathering. For the first time 
since the birth of the Council it has 
been possible to meet when the political 
bit nation was full of hope. The day 
before the meeting opened all China 
celebrated the foundation of the Re- 
public with a larger degree of satisfac- 
tion than has hitherto been possible 
and with some solid grounds of hope 
for the realization of the ideals for 
which the pioneers struggled and suff- 
ered. The Council meetings reflected 
the national satisfaction in the unifi- 
cation of China, the establishment of 
the Government in Nanking and the 
initiation of the new stage of tutelage 
in the national life after the divisions 
and civil war of recent years. It is 
not surprising therefore that there was 
a buoyant and even exuberant spirit 
in the Council. Difficulties were not 
neglected; problems were squarely 
faced; but there was, at the same time, 
a quiet confidence that a solution was 
posible and that the word for the 


Church was Go forward“, 


The other stimulus to thought and 
hope was the Jerusalem Meeting of the 
International Missionary Council. 
Reports from the delegates showed 


- * 


how much they had gained in their 
own lives and in their thinking by 
this notable gathering. At session 
after session personal testimony was 
given and findings were brought up 
and considered in their bearing on the 
China situation. The deep Christian 
conviction, the clear insight into com- 
plex questions, the forward-looking 
and fearless spirit shown were a very 
great aseet to the Council in ite work 
this year. It would not be too much to 
that the temper and outlook of Jeru- 
salem were reproduced in Shanghai 
and that there was a like consciousness 
among those present of the active 
leadership of the living Christ. It is 
far too soon to say all that Jerusalem 
has meant for China, but it is very 
certain that it has given a great deal 
to some of China’s Christian leaders 
and that its findings have already 
stirred the imagination and given freah 
lines of enquiry and advance for the 
Christian forces here. The voice of 
the Christian people of all lands has 
been heard and a mew sense has come 
back to China of the significance of the 
Church Universal. 


These two influences were the chief 
creative factors in the Council meeting. 
They were able to have a large effect 
upon the thinking and activity of the 
Council because of the method of 
preparation and the plan for holding 
the meeting this year. It was decided 
to concentrate upon four main topics. 
These were diseussed in commissiona, 
not as in previous years in groups each 
of which followed the same outline. 
The result was that each commission, 
after two days of continuous work, 
embodied ite findings in a careful 
report which came before the entire 
body of members and after criticism 
and sometimes reference back, was 
adopted as the action of the Council 
itself. In consequence of this method 
more was accomplished during the few 
days than ever before, and the think- 
ing was more concrote, brought down, 
that is, to the place where thoughts 
must be put into words. While afew 
votes were taken where -opinions were 
somewhat evenly divided on all the 
main issues, as at previous meetings 
unanimity or virtual unanimity. was 
achieved. Behind the reports of the 
commissions as published in the 
following pages is the judgment of the 
Council as a whole, . 
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The findings will also be seen to be 
something more than mere expressions 
of opinion. They lead out into activ- 
ities. From year to year the Council 
gains fresh light on ite own job, what 
it can do and what it cannot do, and 
where ite limited force can best be 
directed in the service of the churches 
in China. This year the light gained 
was, perhaps, clearer than ever before. 
The first commission pointed the way 
to a mission for the churches to be 
undertaken by secretaries and Council 
members with other helpers: the lines 
of the mission were laid down in a 
general way and at a very useful 
conference following the Council meet- 
ing further details were worked out. 
This commission also made a proposal 
for dealing with the extremely urgent 
and difficult queetion of literature and 
for bringing Christian leaders from 
other lands to China On both these 
matters the Council has hitherto found 
itself unable to move, but a deeper 
sense of mutual trust and the deter- 
mination to respond to # definite a 
need may be said to have enabled the 
Council to take a forward step on both 


paths. 


The second commistion indicated 
certain specific tasks where a local 
church can help forward the construc- 
tive work of the government. Chris- 
tian men and women have perforce 
been largely critics of officials in recent 
years. Now a Government is in office 
which has put ite hand to certain great 
tasks of service for the people. The 
Church no longer has to urge upon 
the Government, for example, the 
adoption of a policy of opium suppres- 
sion. The policy is adopted already, 
Christians having had no small part 
in bringing that about. But the 
far harder task remains of making it a 
reality. Can public opinion be aronsed 
and maintained? Can corrupt officials 
be checked? Can the terrific power of 
the big interesta be fought success- 
fully? Many doubts exist. At least 
the Church is challenged here to a 
tremendous crusade. A similar situa- 
tion is developing in other directions. 
Now is the time for the Church to 
show what it can do to serve the 
nation. Moreover, watchfulness is 
needed, as for example in the field of 
religious liberty. A special commis- 
sion on this enbject has been set up to 
study and watch. 


The third commission faced what 
is perhaps the most baffling of all 
questions—leadership. I report 
again is not confined to expression of 
opinions though these are well stated. 
There is clearly a call for a much 
more exhaustive study of the whole 
question and the general lines for 
such a research were indicated. The 
Council is now committed to making 
the attempt to deal courageously 
with thie thorny problem and it will 
be studied during the year as one of 
the major services the N. C. C. can 
render to the Christian cause. Nor 
was the commission content with 
looking at the question of Chinese 
leadership: the place and service of 
the missionary was also examined. 
The call to the «hurches in other 
lands which follows thie article, 
while not actually drawn up in the 
annual meeting, expresses ite mind 
and was issued by the Executive 
Committee which met on the follow- 
ing day. It is t be accompanied by 
a careful study of the whole question 
for which the Executive has aleo 
provided. 


The report of the fourth commission 
accepted with thankfulness the find- 
ings from Jerusalem, expresfing the 
desire of the older churches that the 
younger ones should be free to express 
their own Christian faith and tw 
work out their own ecclesiastical 
polities on the lines into which they 
are themselves led by the Huly Spirit. 
Curiously enough, this proposal 
called out a good deal of questioning 
by Chinese speakers, some fearing 
that it might lead to the formation 
of still more separate sects and others 
thinking the clauges of the Jerusalem 
findings did not go far enough. The 
commission laid down several lines 
for further study during the year as 
to Chinese conceptions of unity, 
relation of finance to the growth of 
the indigenous church and so forth. 
It also asked the churches to give 
careful consideration to the ways 
whereby nembersa of one ecclesiasti- 
cal group may be more fully recog- 
nized and accepted in any other. 


The Council devoted more than 
half of its time to working out the 
principles and proposals contained 
in the reports of the commissions. 
In addition, however, it gave time to 
the discussion and adoption of the 


— 


plan for reorganization described in 
a subsequent article in this Bulletin. 
The reports of Standing Committees 
which are the evidence of a great deal 
of painstaking work done during the 
year received rather secant attention, 
though some of them bore upon and 
were discussed in connection with 
the work of the commissions, 


An outstanding feature of the meet- 
ing was the visit of Mr. Ebisawe 
from Japan. This visit was a re- 
Sponse to an urgent invitation from 
China, and the members were very 
giad to welcome the secretary of the 
N. C. C. of Japan, more particularly 
in view of the fact that the Council 
in that countrys had postponed its 
own meeting in order to make thie 
Visit possible. Mr. Ebisawase speech 
Was a sincere expression of the desire 
of Christians in Japan for eo-opera- 
tion with China and of sorrow that 
their country has, in certain respecte, 
failed in her relationships With 
China. He felt that the Christians 
in Japan not yet strong enough to 
influence the rolitical or militaristic 
leaders nor even to lead public 


Opinion in the matter of international 
relations. 


No account of the meeting would 
be adequate without reference to the 
change of chairmanship. Dr. Yui 
has seen the Council through there 
ix dificult and creative years. He 
hes won the love and confidence of 
Christians throughout Chine. His 
retirement will be deeply regretted 
by many, but it was clear that, at 
last, after urging him year after year 
to continue, the Council could no 
longer press him, and the change 
was made. Dr. T. C. Bau succeeds 
him with the good wishes of all. He 
was naturally very reluctant to step 
into the vacant place but as he does 
so he has the support and trest of all 
the members. May hie period of 
office be no less fruitful than that of 
his predecessor. 


The impressions of the meeting 
which are printed in this issue of the 
Bulletin will give something of the 
flavour and atmosphere of this year’s 
gathering. As one who bas attended 
each meeting of the Council since 
the beginning the present writer 
would characterize this as notable 
for its constructive planning, its 
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hopeful and even corfident outlook, 
its evidence of growth in Chinese 
leadership and its sense of close 
fellowship as a part of the Church 
Universal. There was a high spirit- 
ual level throughout. Miss Royden’s 
speech constituted a direct and 
powerful challenge to those present. 
The personal testimonies of the dele- 
gates from Jerusalem were a very 
impressive feature af the meeting, 
showing in how many different ways 
that gathering and the experiences in 
the Holy Land had affected lives. 
Above all elee was the deepened 
sense of the reality of Christ, our 
still present Leader in the world of 
to-day. Beaute that sense of His 
presence was felt also in Shang ai, 
thie sixth meeting will make a differ- 
ence surely in the lives of Some who 
were present. 


II. T. M. 


STATEMENT RE 
MISSIONARIES IN CHINA 


The National Christian Council, at 
Us sixth annual meeting, held October 
11-18, 1928, faced with deep concern 
the serious situations caused by the 
uncertainty in many minds as to the 
need and place for missionaries in the 
Christian movement in China. 


In spite of the fact that, in some 


cases, missionaries have withdrawn 
owing to necessary readjustments, the 
Council i« deeply convinced that, for 
a long time to come, there will be such 
a need, and that the help of mission- 
aries will be required, in one part of 
China or another, for practically every 
type of work. While administrative 
responsibilites will be increasingly 
earried by Chinese, even here there 
will still be some service to be rendered 
by missionaries, and there is an ever 
enlarging need for specially trained 
men and women of deep consecration 
as the Church seeks to enter into new 
and wider fields of service. 


If the opportunity of to-day were 
but realized by students and other 
young people in the older Churches, 


there would surely be a large offering 


of the finest men and women to come 
in as fellow- workers of Chinese Chris- 
tians in the common service of the 
Church in this land. It is our prayer 


that, in this new day for China, the 
opportunity may be seen and taken 
by many in the spirit of Christ who 
said, Pam among you as one that 
serveth,’’ 


The whole question of qualification, 
training and work of missionaries has 
been referred to a special committee 
for careful study from the point of 
view of Chinese Christians, the 
missionary himself and the ever- 
changing conditions in this country. 


Teaued by the Executive Committee 
of the V. O. 0. 19 Ort., 1928 


— — 


REPORT OF COMMISSION I. 
THE MISSION OF THE 
CHRISTIAN. 


J. What Factors in the Present Situ- 
ation in China call for a Re-consider- 
ation of the Mianon of the Christian? 


Among the conditions obtaining 
in China tuday, which affect our 
mission as Christians, the fellowing 
may be nuted:— 


(1) Questions raised by anti- 
Christian and anti-religious thinkers. 


(2) Changes in the economic, 
social and political life of the people. 


(3) A determination of the part 
of many Ww break the shackles of 
superstitution. 


(4) A scientific attitude, which 
calls in question the traditional bases 
of life, and asks whether they be true 
of false. 


(6) A pragmatic spirit, accentuat- 
en by imported prychological ideas, 
which demands that only what in 
the opinion of the iodividual is 
useful be retained. 


(6) The apparent influence of 
various types of materialistic philos- 
ophy. 


(7) An inereased longing for new 
sources of life and hope. 


(8) A growing consciousness of 
spiritual need. 


These and other factors in the 
present situation in China today 
constitute an imperative challenge 
that we give ourselves earnestly to a 


re-examination of our mission as 
followers of Christ. Have we the 
message, and are we living the life, 
for such a time as this? 


IT. What d the Mission of the 
Christian in China today? 


A. Scope 


The mission of the Christian in 
China today includes three major 
functions: — 


1. The proclaiming of a message. 


2. The promoting of the growth 
of a living church. 


3. The living of a Christ like life, 


The fleet two of these functions, 
fundamental though they are, cannot 
be effectively performed without the 
third: yet the third cannot find its 
fullest fruitage without the other two. 


B. Basis 


Our lite and message necessarily 
include our beliefs. The creede, 
which from time to time have been 
adopted by varioys communions in 
the West, are a priceless record of 
the spiritual experience of many 
Christians in different ages. For the 
Christians of China they constitute 
a heritage whose valae is recognized 
with increasing gratitade, 


We note with special interest the 
findings on Our Meseage’’,* adopted 
by the Enlarged Meeting of the 
International Missionary Council at 
Jerusalem, in April 1928, and the 
statement therein quoted from the 
findings of the World Conference on 
Faith and Order, held at Lausanne 
during August, 1927. We commend 
these findings to the careful study of 
Christians in China. 


The promotion of the growth of a 
living Church usually involves such 
matters as organization, forms and 
rituals, 


Yet the foundation of all the 
major functions in our missson as 
Christians is Jesus Christ Himself. 
His life in the flesh, His teachings, 
His character, His death, His resur- 
rection, His life with the Father, 
His presence in the life of individuals 
and of the Church, all underlie the 
Christian's mission. 


*This statement appears as an n appendix 
in the fall. report. 
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We can live our lives as Christians 

only as Christ lives in us. Tbe more 

His life permeates every phase of our 

lives the more Christlike we shall 

become. There is no part of our 

—— that we dare with-hold from 
m. 


The message we preach must be this 
same undivided guspel—ihe whole 
Christ for the whole of life. This is 
also the one foundation on which we 
are to build His Church. 


OC. Nature 


In proclaiming our message, in 
promoting the growth of «a living 
Church, and in living the Christlike 
life, we must needs make use of 
processes which may be called hie 
wrical, philosophical, or scientific. 

we ate more than teachers of 
history, or philosophy, or etience, 
however closely we way relate our 
teaching to the religious life, The 
nature of our mission is primarily 
one of bearing testimony to our per- 
sonal experience of Christ. This ex- 
perience has three main aspects: 


1. Our experience through Jesus 
Christ of God Himeelf. Through 
Christ we know God best, accept 
His will for our lives, love Him, and 
hold commun on with Him. We 
strive to experience an intimacy 


with God similar té that which Jesus 
realised. 


2. Our experience throught Jesus 
Chriet of dealing with our own 
selves. In Christ we learn more 
clearly what sin is, and how to be 
saved from its bondage: what the 
eptings of character are, and how to 
become Chrietlike, and what the 
secret is of the peace that passeth 
understanding and of the hope which 
never faileth. In Christ we have 
our life. 


8. Our experience through Jesus 
Christ of living among men. In 
Christ we experience a richer regard 
for the sacredness of the personalities 
of others, a vision of a new earth in 
which all will love one another as 
good brothers and sisters should, an 
assurance of the practicability of this 
vision, and a realization of the price 
which must be paid to. bring it about. 


Our mission is to share thie three- 
fold experience with others. 


D. Objective 


In fulfilling our three-fold mission 
we have in mind three great ob- 
jectives. 


1. To lead others to know and 
follow Jesus Christ, and through 


Him to lenow and have fellowship 
with God the Father. 


2. To promote in individuals a 
Christ-like character. 


3. To take our full share in build- 
ing up a Christlike world. 


III. What should be the Motive and 
Spirit with which the Christian fulAle 
Ava 

A. Motive 


We feel keenly the need of being 
ever’ Watchful lest iu fulfilling our 
mission as Christians we be moved by 
euch selfish motives as the love of 
money, place or power. We also de- 
sire to be on our guard against any 
tendency to exercise sathority over 
the beliefs of others. Among al! good 
motives which may properly con- 
tribute to the carrying out of our God- 
given mission we recognize the great 
and ultimate motive to be God's love 
for men, which shovld beget in us a 
like love. 


A. Spirit 


It addressing aurselves to the ful- 
fillment of our mission as Cbristianr, 
we desire to acknowledge before God 
and one anether our failures in the 
past to live up to the demands of this 
mission. We face the future, how- 
ever, With the determination to give 
to the task the utmost measure of our 
devotion, knowing well that service 
will surely involve sacrifice. Our 
enthusiasm for the task is grounded 
on our faith in the ultimate victory 
of the Cause of which our Leader is 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


IV. What Practical Steps can be 
Taken Immediately? 


A. Retreats 


1. In order that Christians all 
over China way be stimulated to 
think for themselves on what their 
miission as Christians is, and to give 
themselves more wholeheartedly to 
Carrying out that mission, we recom- 
mend that an intensive campaign 


among Christians be promoted for 
the study and discussion of this 


report, and of such problems as the 
following: 


a. Christian life in the family. 


b. Christian fellowship among 
neighbors. 


c. Inner life of the Church, 
including ite worship, ite preach- 
ing, ite religious education, ite 
fellowships, ite spirit, ete. 


d. Outreach of the Church’s 
influence in the community, in- 
cluding the presentation of the 
gOspel message to .non-Christians, 
the relief of euflering, the better- 
ment of social conditions, the ap- 
plication of Christian prineip les in 
business and industrial relations, 
ok. 


2. In order that churches every- 
where may be ar used, we recommend 
that in a number of centers local 
retreats of three days or more for 
fellowship im thought and prayer be 
held. Pastors and lay leaders from 
accessible churches should be invited 
w attend. So far as practicable at 
least one secretary or momber of the 
National Christian Council should 
be present at each retreat. All ex- 
penecs, except these of visitors from 
a distance, should be provided local- 


ly. The program sheuld include 
such tubjecta as those suggested 
under paragraph 1 

3. Where practicable regional 


retreats may also be arranged for 
leaders from a wider area, say three 
or four provinces, to discus: plans of 
promotion. These retreats would be 
followed by a promotional campaign 
covering the entire area, in which 
those who attended the regional 
retreat would take part. The ex- 
penses of the regional retreat might 
properly be borne by the National 
Christian Council, while those of the 
follow-up campaign should be borne 
by the churches or missions visited. 


4. In order to provide the neces- 
sary leadership for both local and 
regional retreats, we recommend that 
a conference of possible leaders be 
held, if practicable immediately at 
the close of the present Annual Meet- 
ing of the Council, to map out & 
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suitable plan and to put it into 
effect. 


B. Christian Literature 


1. While very thankful for the 
earnest efforte which have been made 
by Christian publishers to supply an 
adequate Chriatian literature, we are 
nevertheless aware that the literature 
now available yet falle short of meet- 
ing the needs of China to-day. 
Therefore, we must not fail to take 
prompt and aggresive steps to supply 
more fully these needs. 


2. We are aleo conscious that very 
few Christian organizations in China 
ste sufficiently awake to the urgent 
necessity for a great advance in 
Christian literature; for example, 
many euch organizations give no more 
than a minor place in their budgets 
to expenditures in behalf of Christian 
literature. 


8. There is wuch evidence to show 
that, generally speaking, the 
churches are [ailing to make effective 
use of Christian literature. We feel 
it important that strong efforts be 
made to awaken among Christians 
everywhere an active interest in 
reading good literature themselves 
and in promoting its wider ure by 
others. 


4. Authors and editors have asa 
rule too little direct acquaintance 
with the needs of the several classes 
of people for whom their Literature 
is prepared. With a view to impror- 
ing thie situation we suggest the 
desirability of literary workers from 
several organizations uniting ip 
planning and carrying out tours in 
different parts of the country in order 
to study theee needs at first-hand. 


5. We recommend that the various 
literature agencies make provision 
whereby Christian workers of ex- 
perience in various fields of activity 
may be led to put their deepest 
convictions into a form available for 
publication, thus enabling Christians 
everywhere to profit by their rich 
experiences. 


‘6. We further re ommend that at 
as early a date as practicable a 
national conference on Christian 
literature be held, possibly in con- 
nection with the next Annual Meet- 
ing of the Council, at which literature 


— 


problems of the Christian movement 
in China would be thoroughly con- 
sidered. This conference should in- 
clude an adequate representation of 
the major groups interested in 
promoting the fuller use of Christian 
literature as well as of those engaged 
in ite preparation and publication. 


C. Visitors from Abroad 


The problems confronting the 
Christians of China today are #0 
many and so complex, that help 
towards their solution is greatly 
needed from every useful source. 
We believe that a limited number of 
carefully selected visitors from abruad 
should be invited to China for 
periods of from say six months to two 
years each, to render service along 
the lines of their special knowledge 
and experience. We believe that the 
Council ean properly undertake, 
within the limits of ite constitution, 
the responsibilities of arranging for 
specialized service of this sort, which 
might include such functions as «a 
study of actual conditions, help in 
analyzing problems, evaluation of 
of present methods, guidance in 
research. information regarding ex- 
perience in other countries, aud 
giving encouragement and inspiration 
w Christian workers in China. 


COMMISSION II. 
THE CHURCH AND THE 
NATION 


At the suggestion of the com- 
mission the following telegram 
was bent to President Chiang 
mem bers of the State Council, heads 
of all Government Departments and 
Chairmen of Committees at Nanking: 


“The Nation being now united, 
the era of political tutelage has 
begun, reconstruction is under way 
and the Nation is rejoicing. 


This humble organization, at ite 
Annual Meeting, respectfully pre- 
sents its congratulations. 


We look to the Government to 
uphold religious liberty, promote 
moral education, reduce military 
establishments, suppress banditry 
and work for permanent peace. 


— 


This humble organization desires, 
with its fellow Christians in the 
entire country, actively to propagate 
the religious teaching of universal 
love according to Christ, and thereby 
to try to complete the great work 
started by Dr. Sun of building up a 
new nation. 


In the work of the coming year 


support of the Government, to such 
movements as the suppression of 
opium and prostitution, the improve- 
ment of family life and the ameliora- 
tion of the conditions of en 
and industrial workers. 


“The Sixth Annual Meeting of the 
National Christian Council, October 
17, 1926.“ 


The following declaration was also 
adopted: 


Declaration from the Sixth 
Annual Meeting of the 
National Christian 

Council of China 
Preamble. 


The nation being now united and 
the period of tutelage commenced, it 
is incumbent upon all citizens, 
irrespective of rex, vocation and 
creed, to io heart with heart and 
hand with hand in the supreme effort 
to establish the new China on firm 
foundations. 


Our love for our try must be 
in the spirit of Christe love for all 
men. As He airove to save the 
world, so must we participate in 
eaving the nation; by hie creative 
spirit we must work for the national 
welfare. It is our sacred duty to 
serve the nation te the utmost. 


A new nation needs new citizens; 
new activities call for new personali- 
ties. The constructive work of the 
Government, diplomatic, political, 
economic, educational, is all directed 
towards the uplift and development 
of the life of the people. This is 
what we understand by Christ's 
phrase, The Abundant Life. 


License, extravagance and error 


burst of life if it be not guided by 


moral principles. This is the point 
fo Dr. Sun’s saying: 


we Shall devote special efforts, in 


will be the result of this new out- 
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ment in a new nation. Sach work ae 
leading the people in reconstruction, 
training them for political life and a 
hundred other tasks await the new 
government. While it ie pressed on 
every side by these duties for the 
people’s good, we look to the govern- 
ment especially to include in their 
efforts the following objects: 


1. The upholding of religious 
liberty. 


2. The promotion of moral educa- 
tion. 


3. The elimination of military 
warlare. 


B. Our Expectation from the Church. 


Over and above its distinctly 
religious activities we hope that the 
Church will give special attention to: 


1. The creation of a _ healthy 
public opinion. 


2. The assistance of the govern- 
ment in policies of social reform, 
such as, the suppression of opium and 
prostitution, the improvement of 
‘living conditions for farmers and 
laborers, and so forth. 


3. Practical co-operation in the 
task of binas reconstruction. 


Conclusion. 


We, a8 citizens of China, in thie 
transitional period, have to bear the 
burden of suffering and ales to enter 
inte the opportunities of reconstrne- 
tion. It is our fervent hupe that the 
Christian forces of China will not 
lose the present rare opportunity to 
support the government in all good 
works in the fearless epirit of Christ. 
May the g vernment also in all its 
dealings with the people be sincere 
and frank, guiding them with 
patience in the right way. May the 


people on their part love the nation 
with their whole heart, seeking right- 
eousness above all things and working 
together for overcoming every 
difficulty and solving every problem. 
Thus may the life of the new China 
be founded on enduring foundations 
bringing blessing not only to China 
herself but to the whole world. 


The missionary members of this 
Council, though not themselves 
citizens of the lepublic of China yet 


having offered their lives for the 
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of service to the Master in bringing 
the lost and neediy to Him. 


In the findings of the Jerusalem 
Meeting, on Religious ton, “The 
Teaching Method of Jens give!’ oe 
beth the method and the drnamiec for 
recruiting and training leaders, and 
we would call «pecial attention to the 
firet part of that section. 


The Present Situation 


We recognize the following import- 
ant factors in the present situation: 


1. As we look over the church at 
large, we find a considerable number 
of churebes in need of and calling for 
pastors, religious education directors 
and women evangelists ang a shortage 
of trained workers to meet these needs. 


2. Many of thœe who have been 
trained for church leadership are find- 
ing themselves seriously handicapped 
in their work by low salaries and lack 
of opportunity for further training 
and growth. 


8. Some highly trained leaders 
have not been assimilated by the 
church and have gone into indirect 
forms of Christian service. 
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4. The church is, to a large extent 
failing in the training of its member- 
ship: this is resulting in a serious lack 
of voluntary workers and lay leaders. 


5. In some areas, a considerable 
number of those trained for church 
service and engaged in it, have recently 
left direct church work. 


&. <A decreasing number of Chris- 
tian etudenta are offering themselve⸗ 
a« recruite for the direct work of 
the church. 


7, There is a serious questioning 
among some Christian youth as to the 
place of the organized church in 
Christianity, the value of a paid 
ministry and the need for whole-time 
Christian service. 

II. The Need for Leaders 


The Church to be fall equipped for 
ite task needs well-trained workers for 
the following types of work. 


a. Pastore and religious elucators 
for large, self-supporting city churches. 


b. District superintendents, gene- 
ral evangelists, supervisors of religions 
education and other general workers in 
provincial or other large areas. 


e. Teachers for seminaries and 
Bible training echools. 


d. Directors of religious education 
in larger echool-. 


e. Missionaries to unreached sec.- 
tions of China and to other countries. 


Nan seeretarice, etc..in national 


church bodies. 


g. Research workers fitted to study 
and experiment in new lines of church 
effort and to build up hew ty pee of 
work which will serve as demonstration 
and inspiration to the church at large. 


b. Workers fitted for the task of 
producing Christian Literature of the 
kind needed to-~lay. 


For work of this kind as indicated 
in sections a-A a full college education 
followed by graduate work in theology 
or other subjects in China or abroad is 
desirable. 


i. Pastore of existing self-support- 
ing or partially self-supporting church- 


es. 


J. Rural pastors in charge of groups 
of churches. 


k. Directors of religious education 
for schools and smaller church dis- 
tricts. 


I. Secretaries of community church- 
es. 


m. Religious workers in hospitals. 
For work of thie kind as indicated 


“in sections i-m in general a middle 


echool training followed by three or 
four years of specialized training is 
desirable. 


n. Officers of the church. 
o Sunday School teachers. 
p. Local evangeliste. 


q. Leaders of congregational wor- 
ship and #-rvice. 


r. leaders of church and commnu- 
nity activities, 


For this type of workers as indica- 
te iin tone n-r it would eim to he 
quite eviient that the Church mus 
expect to depend increasingly upon 
voluntary workers, men and women, 
who in addition to their other 
qualifications hond, in « far as 
posible, be encourared to fit them- 


eelves for such by special 
training. 

III. The Securing and Training of 
Leaders 


‘These various types of leaders will 
have to be secured by (1) better 
training of present leaders, (2) reeruit- 
ing and training of Christian youth 
for huren leadership. 


I. a. For the better training of 
existing leadership, a far greater use 
than hitherto should be made of 
summer institutes for church workers, 
suromer schools conducted by univer- 
and seminaries, extension work 
by seminaries in secondary training 
centers, correspondence courres with 
directed reading and study and pe- 
riadic examinations. 


b. In the training of voluntary 
workers, more attention should be 
givon to. district institutes and Bible 
classes; training institutes in local 
areas conducted by district superinten- 
dent, evangelist or director of religious 
education; training institutes in district 
or local areas conducted by seminary 
teachers; a far more thorough-going 
plan for the religious education of the 


Christian community in home and 
church. In this connection, we would 
heartily endorse the recommendations 
in the section on Leadership, in Rural 
Problems, in the Jerusalem Conference 
Findings. 


2. a. In reeruiting the youth of 
our church, it is of utmost importance 
thal parents, teachers and pastors 
should take every opportunity to 
emphasize the need for the type of 
work above described, and present it 
to the youth of the churches as desery- 
ing of their full time service, 


b. We will not secure recruits for 
church leadership without deep spirit 
nal conviction on the part of parents, 
teachers and pastors and without a 
epirit of deep consecration on the part 
of some of our beet Christian youth. 


c. In the training of these workers, 
eare should be taken not only to 
develop the highest standards of schol- 
arship, but also to make a large place 
for carefully planned and thoroughly 
supervieed work under conditions 
similar these which will be met in 
actual service. 


IV. Finance ond Leadership 


1. The importance of this matter 
should be presented to Christians in 
China and other lands as a challenge 
to increased giving. This can only 
come upon a rising tide of spiritual 
life. 


2. The training of church leader- 
ship „ of such importance that we 
believe a much larger proportion of 
church and mission funds should be 
devoted to this end. 


8, In order that church leaders 
may render their best service service, 
it is necessary that they should receive 
& more adequate support and equip- 
ment than has hitherto been provided 
for such workers, 


4. Research workers carrying on 
experimental! types of work and highly 
trained workers in fields of church 
service hitherto undeveloped will 
require large additional funds. 


5. If necessary, in order to provide 
funds for the carrying out of such a 
program of leadership and leadership 
training, we suggest as a temporary 
measure that certain lines of work 
might be curtailed, believing that 


— 


ai 


<> 
2. 
~~ 
ii02•3—j — ͤ5—2ĩßV5—7?N ᷑—— — [:.œ— —-—¼ — — — — — ä— 6E—4ꝛĩʃ——k— 
| 


ry 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 9 


intensi; e work of a high quality is the 
surest dynamic for the kind of exten- 
sive work we desire. 


V. Recommendations 


1. Realizing the place of prayer in 
accomplishing thi- essentially spiritual 
task, we recommend that the National 
Christian Council challenge the Church 
to united intercession upon this 


subject. 


2. Recognizing the urgency of the 
problem of leadership together with the 
difficulty of finding a solution for the 
problem, we ask the Nationa! Christian 
Council to provide for a more thorough 
study of and report upon the reeruit- 
ing and training of church leaders. 
We recommend that in this study 
they enlist the co-operation of national 
church bodies, the China Chrietian 
educational associations, misions and 
other groupe interested in providing 
the church with an adequate leader- 
ship. 


B. Missionary Leadership 


(See the Statement of the China 
delegation to the Jerusalem Confer- 
ence.) Section Three, Part II. Me- 
sionaries of the Future) 


J. Personal Qualitia. We approve 
a, b. e, d. , f. g. 


II. Training. We approve a, c, 4. 
e. For b substitute. They should 
secure a good commend of the Chinese 
language, not only a local vernacular, 
but also the National Language. 


III. Official status and 


IV. Types of work 


Sections Ill and IV were approved 
in substance, but as there was not 
time for discussion we recommend 
that hereafter missionaries be recruited 
in response to requests of agencies in 
China that are composed of or include 
Chinese in their membership, and that 
request be for persons with proper 
spiritual qualities and especially fitted 
for specific tasks for which persons 
are sought. 


V. Approved 


*The statement being published ina 
separate pamphlet which can be obtained 
on inquiry from the office of the N. C. C. 


One aspect of section B is covered is the 


resolution on missionary service published 
separately (see p. 4). 


COMMISSION IV. 
CO-OPERATION AND 
UNITY 


1. The N. C. C. of China desires to 
place on record its whole-hearted 
appreciation and thankfulnes to God 


a. For the clear assurance given by 
the International Missionary Council 
at Jerusalem, that the older Churches 
do not desire to impose beliefe and 
practices’ on the younger Churches, 
nor to bind up the Gospel with fixed 
ecclesiastical forms, which derive their 
meaning from the experience of the 
western churches ;’’ but desire to leave 
the younger Churches free to “expres 
the Gospel through their own 
genius and through forme suitable to 
their racial heritage.’’ 


b. For the recognition by the 
International Missionary Council of 
the urgent necesdty “to eliminate the 
com plexity of Lhe missionary enterprise 
due to the great number of denomin- 
ations and the diversity and even com- 
petition of the missionary agencies 
now at work and for its appeal to the 
Christians of Europe and America to 
adopt a sympathetic attitude toward 
Christian Unity, and for their en- 
couragement and support when the 
latter take steps, aceording to their 
ability, to attain the game, (ef. 
Jerusalem Findings.) 


2. In considering practical sep: 
that might be taken toward the attain- 
ment of this goal, the Council, while 
fully conscious of the difficulties in 
the way of attaining organic union, 
yet, believing in the emential Unity 
of the Church, as the Body of Christ, 
and trusting in the unifying power of 
devotion to one Lord, Jesus Christ, and 
to a common purpose to do His will, 
would recommend : 


a. That increased attention be given 
by the Churches to their preaching and 
teaching to the Christian belief in one 
the unity of the Churches. 


b. That all Christians be encour- 
aged to pray and work for such 
unity as will make their witness to 
Christ convincing evidence that he 
is sent of God. (cf. John 17: 21.) 


c. That earnest consideration be 
given by the Churches in China to 
the possibility of removing any 


— 


hindrances which may prevent the 
mutual recognition by one Church 
of the members of the other Churches. 


d. That mutual acquaintance 
between members of different Church- 
ea be fostered by the interchange 


of fraternal delegates at meetings of 


Church bodies. 


c. That regional co-operation and 
federation (of Churches) be heartily 
recommended . 


. That publicity be given through- 
out the Church to the advantages and 
accomplishments of union effort. 


8. The Council further expresses 
ite gratification at the recognition by 
the International Mistionary Council 
that the relation of Church and 
Mission should be “Church-centric’’ 
and that this conception of foreign 
mistione makes it necessary to revise 
the functions of the “Misetion’ where 
it is an administractive agency, # 
that the indigenous Church will 
become the center from which the 
whole missionary enterprise of the 
area will be directed. 


While the Council ie aware that this 
conception of the relation of the 
Mistion (as an administrative agency) 
to the Church has been steadily gain- 
ing ground in China, and that great 
progres has been made, especially 
during the past few years, it e of the 
opinion that further steps are needed 
on the part of many of the Churches 
and Missions before this Church- 
centric’’ ideal can be fully attained. 


In this connection the Council would 
commend to its constituency in China 
and to Christian friends abroad the 
careful study of the statement on the 
relation of the older and younger 
Churches prepared by the China 
delegation to the Jerusalem Meeting. 


4. In view of the widespread sense 
of need both in China and abroad for 
a therough, scientific study of the 
basis of support of the indigenous 
Church, the Council welcomes the 
action of the International Missionary 
Council in initiating such a study, and 
desires to co-operate to the fullest 
extent, in making the investigation 
in China, 
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REORGANIZATION OF 
THE N. C. C. 


At the annual meeting in 1927 it 
was decided to proceed with plans 
looking to the revision of the consti- 
tution of the Council on a more repre- 
sentative basis. Several large iseues 
were involved in dealing with this 
matter. There was the initial 
difficulty that the constitution was 
passed without any clause for amend- 
ment, and some felt that it would be 
necessary to wait until another 
national conference similar to the 
one in 1922 could be convened before 
the Council could start its life upon 
the basis of a revised constitution. 
On the other hand, it wag felt that 
the time was not ripe for Cae holding 
of a large national conference while 
the need of changes in the constitu- 
tion wae already manifest to many 
and had been formally presented to 
the Council by several of the sup- 
porting bodies. It was further con- 
sidered preferable that the Council 
be reconstituted through the direct 
appointment by the different 
Churches of ite members, rather than 
that the reorganization be left to 
another general Conference. 


It became evident through the year 
that this view prevaile among the 
bodies co-operating in the work of 
the Council. The committee appoin- 
ted a year ago prepared material 
which was sent to these bodies and to 
others which are not at the present 
time actively co-operating. Official 
actions and unofficial opinions were 
gathered together, and, on the basis 
of these, recommendations were made 
to the annual meeting. These 
recommendations with slight changes 
were adopted by the annual meeting. 


The following general principles were 
laid down: 


1. That in view of the clearly 
expressed opinion from a large pro- 
portion of the co-operating bodies 
the National Christian Council be 
reconstituted so as to become more 
directly and officially related to its 
constituency, although such change 
is not actually provided for in the 
constitution. 


2. That the majority of the 
members of the Council be elected by 
those church bodies that are prepared 


to co-operate with others in the 
National Christian Council and that 
meet the conditions of membership 
as given hereafter. 


8. Thata substantial majority of 
the members of the Council shall be 
Chinese and that in order to ensure 
the best results from the co-operation 
of the churches of the West adequate 
representation in the Council be 
given to missionaries, It is suggested 
that thie be approximately one-third 
of the total membership. 


4. That the missionaries be elected 
in the same way as the Chinese 
members and not by the missions. 


In order to handle the mat oer as 
simply as possible and without 
dislocation to the Council’sa work it 
was decided that the annual meeting 
of 1979 should as far as posible 
consist of persons appointed by the 
various co-operating bodies. The 
general basis of representation was 
on the lines now prevailing with 
slight adjustments on account of 
changes which have taken place eince 
the 1922 conference. But the impor- 
tant change ie that in each case the 
members who attend the annual 
meeting should be those appointed 
by and responsible to the churches 
and national organizations, In mat- 
ters of constitution it was felt that 
co-opted members should not vote, 
while in other respecte they would 
act as full members of the annual 
meeting in 1920. Itis to be clearly 
understood that this slight change 
whereby the Council is put on an 
elective basis is only for the forth- 
coming meeting and is not to be 
regarded as determining the final 
form in which the reconstituted 
Council will be made up. Whether 
that Council should contain about 
a hundred members, as previously, 
or two or three times that number, 
meeting less often, whether national 
organizations should have direct rep- 
resentation, what proportion of co- 
opted members should be provided 
for, whether local and regiona! feder- 
ations should have representation, 
these and other similar questions are 
to be left for determination at the 
annual meeting in 1929, which will 
probably be held in the month of 
May. 


— 


In order to stimulate thought on 
these questions and help towards a 
right cecision the Execuiive Com- 
mittee has been empowered to send 
ont a draft for a new constitution in 
which the various questions referred 
to above will be dealt with in detail. 
This draft, however is not to be 
regarded as an official policy for 
reorganization but simply as a draft 
for discussion, the whole matter 
bing left open for the duly appoin- 
ted representatives to decide in 1929. 
In the meantime the present Exeécu- 
tive is carrying on and the present 
members on the Council in the 
denominational and national groups 
retain their ate until members 
elected by the co-operating bodies 
have been duly reported to the 
Kxecutive and information sent 
to the members whose places they 
willtake. When euch information is 
received by any member he agrees to 
resign. In order that the members 
of the Council qualified to vote upon 
the constitution may be those most 
lully repreventative of the various 
organizations, it is of particular 
importance that in electing their 
representatives on the Council the 
Churches should omit no outetand- 
ing person from the list on the 
areumption (such as seems to have 
previously been made) that the in- 
divicual concerned was so important 
that he was bound to be included 
among the co-opted member. Several 
curious anomalies have existed in 
the membership of the Council 
heretofore, due to this aseumption, 
the names of persons who were the 
obvious representatives of the group 
concerned being found not among 


the group members but in the list of 
those cuo-upted. 


Full information in regard to the 
steps referred to in this brief summary 
is now being sent to the churches 
and missions. It will be realized that 
the most significant change proposed 
is that in future all the elected 
members shall be the direct repre- 
sentatives of churches or other bodies, 
missionaries being included in the 
list and not separately represented 
through the mission bodies. It is 
greatly hoped that through this re- 


organization the Council may be able 


to increase its field of usefulness and 
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to enter upon forms of service which 
hitherto it has found it impossible to 
undertake. 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
ANNUAL MEETING 


While I was sitting in the annual 
meeti of the National Christian 
Council for the firet time, listening 
attentively to the discussions, I could 
not help turning back in my mind to 
the meeting at Jerusalem last Spring. 


‘In many respects these two meetings 


are similar, and the echoes and rec- 
collections of the earlier one were 
constantly in my mind. I might 
indeed call the sixth annual meeting 
of the National Christian Council a 
Jerusalem Meeting. 


The delegates to Jerusalem went up 
to the Holy City with great and deep 
longing that they might see the risen 
Christ, through whom they would find 
solutions for the many problems which 
are being faced by a world restless and 
suffering. There they did indeed see 
Jesus and they found many solutions. 
In the recent annual meeting this was 
even more true, so great was the longing 
of the members for more light in this 
critical hour, that only as they together 
discovered the will of God could they 
be satisfied. 


The characteristic of this meeting 


was the fact that ite discussions were 
based upon actual facts and real situa- 
tions. It is possible that at other 
gatherings the members often felt like 
men drifting about in a boat in a fog- 
bound sea. On this occasion the sun 
shone and a clear way was seen. The 
word was not one of retreat or uncer- 
tain groping forward. It was rather 
one of a definite cal] to pursue a course 
to a well-seen goal The meeting gave 
ite wholehearted attention to the prob- 
lem of finding this guidance, and to 
a large extent a common mind was 
achieved under the guidance of God. 


The question of church unity came 
up prominently, but it was realized 
that however great the difficulty of 
achieving organic unity may be under 
present conditions there is something 
even greater, the spiritual unity which 
we have now in Christ. This was 
recognized by all. In seeking for a 
solution of the problem of relationship 


between older and younger churches 


_ clouds cleared away as the matter was 


discussed with sympathy and in a 
Christian spirit. There is a call for a 
spiritual revival and for sincere prayer 
that we may have courage to carry 
out the will of God in relation to these 
questions. 


The cost of time and energy involved 
in such a meeting are well repaid 
when we discover the deeper realities 
of life and touch one another across 
the frontiers of race and sect. It has 
certainly been worth while to hold this 
meeting. One thanks God for the 
N. C. C, for its lead in the building 
up of the Kingdom of God in China, 
and in particular for this annual meet- 
ing where so unique a spirit of Chris- 
tain unity was manifest. A new day 
is dawning for the Church of Christ in 
this land and a plenteous harvest is 
assured. 


Donald Fay 


From various circumetances the 
writer has not attended the N. C. C., 
since the great Conference of 1928. 
Naturally, his first feeling was one of 
poignant regret at missing the familiar 
faces of many who have passed away 
during the intervening years. 


He was impressed, secondly, by the 
marked increase in the business ability 
and standing of the Chinese members, 
and by their larger participation in all 
the proceedings. ‘The actions of the 
Council reflect the mind of Chinese 
Christians more nearly than was pos 
sible in the meetings of the C. C. C., 
which preceded the present N. C. C. 
Moreover, the thinking of the Council 
has become, or is fast becoming, more 
ehurch-céntric, and less concerned 
with boards and missions. 


There was a delightful spirit of 
equality and harmony between the 
Chinese and foreign members of the 
Council, and no sign of cleavage slong 
racial or denominational lines. For 
two whole days representative groups 
met and wrestled with great problems 
such as Christian Union, the Need 
of Leaders, the Relations between 
Mission and Churches, and so on. 
Their findings were reported to the 
whole Council, and adopted after fual 
ther without substantir- 


discussion 


ea 


change, and will be broadcasted to the 
Chinese Church for their consideration 
and approval. 


The next meeting of the N. C. C. 
will mark a new era, for the delegates 
will be directly elected for the first 
time by the churches, and wil! consider 
the drafting of a new constitution, 
intended to bring the N. C. C. into 
close organic relation with the Church 
in China. The reconstructed Council 
will be a more democratic and repre- 
sentative body than the present one, 
and thie should remove some of the 
criticiemsa leveled at the N. CC. 


Interest in the recent meeting 
centered round the report of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council held last 
Easter at Jerusalem. General approval 
was expressed at the findings of that 
gathering. Its findings will be freely 
circulated throughout China, and will 
it ia hoped become the basis of further 
discustion and the starting point of a 
new forward movement. 


Very memorable were the personal 
impressions given each day by thore 
who had gone to Jerusalem, and the 
general feeling was that Jerusalem, 
1928, marks a real advance in our 
great task. We conld not but feel 
with déep thankfulness to God that He 
Himeelf had spoken in a clear and 
intimate way to those who went to 
Jerusalem. We expect a wider out- 
look and a new enthusiasm as the 
result of that gathering, and, not least, 
a better understanding beween, and a 
closer drawing together of, the older 
and the younger churches in the days 
to come. 


But more lasting and more valuable 
than the findings, minutes and reports 
that will shortly appear in cold print, 
was the informal personal fellowship 
between workers from all parts of 
China. These experiences are surely 
the best fruit of the annual N. C. C., 
yet in their very nature they cannot 
be tabulated or estimated. 


And inasmuch as the printed report 
cannot suggest it, it should be added 
that a note of spiritual urgency ran 
through the meetings, and a deep 
consciousness that ultimately all our 
prob ems are spiritual issues, and can 
only be solved as a fresh and rising 
tide of life flows into the Church of 
Christ in China and throughout the 
world, 


— 


Ves 
ee 
~ 
— 
—— 
— 


4 


12 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


It is sometimes asserted that the 
N. C. C. is nothing but a Shanghai 
clique. While it is true that the detail 
work of the various committees bas 
necessarily to be done by those in and 
near Shanghai, it was very apparent 
during the Annual Meeting that many 
of the most valuable suggestions as to 
policy were made by delegates from 
other parts of China. 

F. N. Burt 


The Jerusalem Conference has 
dominated, as it should, the entire 
ings. The daily devotions 

ve been led cach day by members 
of the China defégation to Jerusalem. 
It has been very charming and 
illuminating in this way to realize how 
different are the experiences unfolded. 
When all are put together the half has 
never been told. Yet how much 
richer is the gathered experience of 
all than the particular experience of 
each. Truly in isolation we are in- 
Complete. Jerusalem has aleo dom- 
inated the thinking and the findings 
of the four commirsions on (a) The 
Mission of the Christian, (b) The 
Church and the Nation, (e) Leader- 
ship, and (d) Cooperation and Unity. 


The committee which prepared for 
the Council definitely eet aside 
Jerusalem as being too wide for its 
scope and setiled on these four topics 
as being those most vital to the Chinese 
Church of to-day. The conference 
gave itself up for two days of group 
discussion on each subject leading to 
four reports which might embody the 
mind of the whole Council. Into each 
group, as into each discussion, came 
inevitably and naturally the think- 
ings and findings of Jerusalem and 
— is Jerusalem, applied to 

na. 


Now, through these commission 
reports will go out the decisions of 
Jerusalem, re-thought in China and 
for China, and in this way will those 
decisions have their most fruitful 
results. Up and down this country in 
a hun different centers will these 
findings be read and discussed. Thus 
will the light that shines from Zion’s 
hill enlighten all the land. 


The Church rather than the Mission 
has been the center of all our thinking 
and yet it is impossible to escape one 


aspect of unreality in the matter. 
We have failed as yet to face up fairly 
and squarely to the question of self- 
support. There has been a good deal 
of talk along the lines of applying 
missionaries’ salaries to the support, 
temporarily, of specially qualified 
Chinese. There is much to be said 
for this as an emergency matter, but 
it is not easy to avoid the feeling that 
not till a church is free of foreign 
money is it really likely to be in- 
digenous. 


This aspect of things is fully rec- 
ognized in a document of the Re- 
lations of the Older to the Younger 
Churches, prepared by the China 
delegation on ite way to Jerusalem. 
Widespread publicity is to be given to 
this report which for clarity, insight 
and sanity seems at least to one in- 
dividual the most hopeful and able 
writing of the kind he bas seen for 
many years. An investigation into 
the whole matter of self-eupport is to 
be made. No one wants to work a 
theory to death or to the harm of the 
Church. There are very great 
economic difficulties but it cannot be 
a healthy sign the churches of China 
and India do not more rapidly solve 
their own financial problems. 


Harold. B. Rattenbury 


(Extracts from an article written for 
“The British Weekly’’). 


Beginning with the address of the 
Chairman in which he referred to 
there days of better prospects for 
China, a feeling of hopefulness and 
optimism seemed to pervade the sixth 
annual meeting of the National 
Christian Council together with a 
growing sense of responsibility on the 
part of the Church toward this early 
period of national reconstronction. 
Evidence of this was shown in the 
general telegram assuring the Nation- 
alist Government of the Council’s 
support in its present efforts to improve 
social and economic conditions, and 
again in the specific resolution that 
the Council place on record its ap- 
proval of the Government’s announced 
policy of total suppression of the plan- 
ting and trade in opium and assure 
the Government of the wholehearted 
support of the Christian organizations 
cooperating in the Council. Instead 


of looking to the Government to protect 
the Church the thought seemed rather 
to be how the Church could help the 
Government. One noted an increasing 
tendency to regard Government posi- 
tions as forms of Christian service. 
There seemed to be a growing con- 
fidence in the Chinese Church as a 
body of people whose word would 
have power. 


The sense of fellowship for which 
the Jerusalem Conference has come to 
stand was carried over to this meeting 
of the Council as one ofter another of 
the delegates interpreted that Con- 
ference in terms of bis or her own 
experience. In the approving of the 
Kellogg Peace Pact the Council made 
concrete ite appreciation of this fellow- 
ship as a world fellowship. 


Katherine Vaughn 


VISIT TO JAPAN. 


During the summer Dr. Hodgkin 
visited Japan at the invitation of 
missionaries and Japanese Christians 
there. He participated ia four con- 
ferences: three in Karuizawa—one 
for wmwissionaries, chiefly on the 
Jerusalem findings; one of a more 
general character on the spiritual 
life, and one with Mr. Kagawa fora 
more detailed discussion of social, 
economic and international ques- 
tions. In Nojiri the fourth con- 
ference was held with Mr. Kagawa 
on lines similar to the last named. 
Dr. Hadgkin siso addreseed various 
meetings, including a conference of 
Methodists in Tokyo which was called 
to consider the possibility of drawing 
up a social creed fur the churches in 


Japan. 


During this visit Dr, Hodgkin had 
opportunities of meeting with the 


National Christian Council and with 
other Japanese especially interested 


in the relationships of China and 


Japan. He was able to emphasize 
the Chinese point of view in regard 
to such matters as the Tsinan in- 
cident, the Manchurian question and 
the Sino-Japanese treaty, but 
Chief emphasis was laid upon ¢t 


fundamental question of securing, 


through a developing public opinion, 
real understanding between the two 
countries. He found individual 
Japanese and groups in Japan keenly 
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alive to the dangers in the present 
situation and eager to find how it 
might be improved, The National 
Christian Council in Japan feels less 
able to express itself on public affairs 
than can similar Councils in other 
countries, and while eaver to under- 
stand the position of Chinese 
Christian leaders, did not hold out 
any expectation that they would be 
able to do much in a public way in 
regard to these questions. They did 
feel, however, that the Council could 
call Christians in Japan ww earnest 
prayer and could take steps within 
the Christian movement to secure a 
faller understanding of the Chinese 
point of view. They were extremely 
anxious that fraternal delegates from 
China and Japan should visit the 
annual meetings held by the Counils 
in these two countries, and were 
considering the possibility of altering 
the date of their annual meeting #o 
as to avoid the vlashing which seemed 
to be almost inevitable. 


In regard to the social questions 
whieh were freely discusred by 
various groups during Dr. Hodgkin’s 
visit to Japan, it appears that the 
Christian forces are beginning to fee! 
& much deeper interest in such 
matters largely on account of the 
growing strength of communism in 
some paris of Japan and the feeling 
that there is a distinct challenge to 
the Chrietian church in thie move- 
ment. Mr. Kagawa in particular 
has keenly realized that unless the 
Christian church has a progressive 
and fearless outlook and policy in 
relation to industrial conditions it 
will be judged wanting by the people 
of Japan in general and by the labor- 
ing community in particular. The 
consideration of the Jerusalem find- 
ings has done much to quicken in- 
terest in this subject and to direct 
attention towards the constructive 


proposals. 


A further result of the Jerusalem 
conference which may have even 
more far-reaching effects in Japan is 
the inauguration of a forward evan- 
gelistic movement, a committee of 
fifteen having been. appointed to give 
consideration to this matter. It is 
hoped that this movement may work 
in with the so-called Million Souls 
* which Mr. Kagawa has 


been prosecuting for some time past. 
The ideas connected with this move- 
ment may be said to be twofold. 


First: that a truly indigenous 
charch in Japan can only be created 
if there is a much larger Christian 
community. If the Christian com- 
munity were greatly increased it 
would be able to take its own line 
much more strongly and clearly in 
the development of the life of the 
nation and would become a factor of 
much greater significance in the 
developing life of Japan. 


Second: The urgent need at the 
present time is fur clear thinking on 
what Christianity means in relation 
to the actual Problems which Japan 
is now facing, and the idea of the 
movement i# to combine a call to the 
individual with practical help in 
thinking out this question of the 
application of Christianity to the 
whole of life. That is to say, it 
would be a call to men and women 
to identify themselves with a great 
crusade for the making of a Chrietlike 
nation, as well as a call to men to 
turn away from selfishness and ease 
in their own lives and devote them- 
selves with faith and love to Jesus 
Christ. 


At various gatherings connected 
with the cunferences referred to above 
thie program was discussed and 
certain aspects of it emphasized. 
The contacts made during thie visit 
have proved very valuable to Dr. and 
Mrs. Hodgkin and through them it is 
hoped that they will be aleo of value 
in the deepening of an understanding 
between Christian people in the two 
countries, 


— — - — 


MOVEMENTS AND PLANS 
OF SECRETARIES 


As will be seen by perusal of the 
report of Commission I and the report 
of the Annual Meeting, it was decided 
that the Council should try to serve 
the churches through a considerable 
amount of deputation work undertaken 
by secretaries, Council members and 
others during the ensuing year. It is 
believed that there is a wide-open door 
for such work. So far as the secretar- 
ies themselves are involved therein, 
the following plans may be mentioned, 


some of which are only tentative and 
may have to be changed if circum- 
stances alter. 


Dr. C. FT. Cheng. Dr. Cheng is 
paying a visit to Japan for the National 
Christian Council there which ie hold- 
ing its Annual Meeting November 
1 and 2. During November and 
December he is visiting Central China, 
going to Hankow and Changsha and 
several emalier centersin. the two 
provinces, During September of 1925 
Dr. Cheng paid a fiving visit to Man- 
churia attending a conference in 
Mukden for five days and at that 
time received very warm invitations 
for a return vieit when a number of 
other centers could be visited in a 
more leisurely way. Dr. Cheng is 
hoping to be able to fall in with this 
ion, and to visit Manchuia 
again in the carly part of next rear. 


Mr. Lobensttine At the time of 
writing Mr. Lobenstine ix visiting 
Teingtao and Teinan in connection 
with the proposals of the Connecil on 
Higher Education in regard to Cheeloo 
University, and attending meetings of 
the Presbyterian Mission. Thereafter 
he will probably be in Shanghai for 
most of the time until the end of the 
year. In January he hopes to visit 
the province of Fukien and K wang- 
tung. 


Ree. Djiang Fangs Mr. Diang is 
under agreement with the Theological 
Seminary in Nanking to devote a 
certain part of hi- time ta teaching and 
during the early part of November 
will be engaged in that work. ‘lhere- 
after he hopes t pay a viell to Hwai- 
yuan and some other centers on the 
way to Kaifeng, visiting other stations 
in Honan on his way back to Hankow. 
In the spring he will probably have to 
spend again another period at the 
Theological Seminary in Nanking. 


Min Kuan. Miss Kuan is spending 
some time in visiting centers near 
Shanghai. studying the problem of 
the home life and trying to get in 
touch with the work actually being 
carried on by women workers in 
China. This will probably involve 
absences of a week or two at a time, 
Either before the end of the year or 
shortly after she hopes to be able to 
take a longer journey to South China 
where she will be able to engage in 
similar activities, trying to develop 
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through these visits a more detailed 
policy for the work of the Committee 


on Christianizing the Home. 


Miss Haass. Mise Haass hopes to 
visit Wusih and Kashing in relation 
to industrial work, and with Miss 
Kuan, in the interests of the Home 
Committee. Later she will go to 
Wuchang and to other centers in 
Central China for a special visit in 
relation to industrial affairs. She 
may also be able to visit South China 
with Mies Kuan if the plan referred to 
above materializes, 2 


Dr. Plans made for 
a visit by Dr. Hodgkin in North China 
including several centers in Chibli and 
Shansi. At each of there centers 
it ie expected that retreats will be held 
dealing more particularly with the 
question of worship. Dr. Hodgkin 
expects to return before the end of the 
year to Shanghai and will probably be 
leaving China early in February. 


Mr. Gideon Chen. Has been ap- 
pointed to serve in the meantime as 
literary secretary for the Council, 
while continuing to give some time to 
the Industrial Department, Under 
present circumstances he is unable to 
take any long journey and will remain 


in Shenghai most of the time. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
Week of Prayer 


The call for the Week of Prayer 
from the World’s Evangelical Alli- 
ance has again been received in 
China and has already been circu- 
lated somewhat widely in ite Chinese 
edition. By our arrangement with 
the World's Evangelica! Alliance the 
Council does not attempt to put ite 
own ideas into the call and the topics 
for thanksgiving and prayer. This 
means, of course, that the material 
gent ont seems to be less closely 
related to the situation in China than 
might be expected in material sent 
out from the N. C. C. itself. This 
disadvantage, however, is balanced 
by the fact that during this Week 
the same topics are in the minds of 
Christians in all parts of the world 
and the sense of unity throughout 
the Christian Church is in this way 
maintained and deepened. We are 
very glad to join with our brethren 


in other parts of the world in this 
effort and we hope that the Week of 
Prayer will again be widely observed 
in the churches in China. 


Copies of the Call, in Chinese and 
English, can be obtained from the 
offices of the N. C. C. 


Dr. Mott’s Visit 


It is with great pleasure that we are 
able to announce that Dr. John R. 
Mott is planning to come to China for 
several weeks of work in the epring of 
next year. The present intention is to 
Annual Meeting of the N. C. C. in 
May which will probably be about the 
last engagement that Dr. Mott will 
take in this country. It ie hoped that 
prior to that he will be able to hold 
conferences and meet with groupe in 
different part« of China. The Execu- 
tive Committee of the N. C. C. now 
giving careful consideration to the ways 
in which thie visit can be used to the 
greatest advantage of the churches in 
this country. Any requests or suggest 
tions in connection with Dr. Mott's 
visit should be sent to the Ceneral 
Secretary of the N. C. C. 


The Children’s Bible 


Here is an attractive book for 
Christian homes in China. It is a 
“Children’s Bible.”” But it is not 
the whole Bible, it is only a selection 
of those portions of the Bible that 
are moet interesting and useful to 
little children. The editors of 
Happy Childhood“ who are familiar 
with child peychology and the 
Chinese homes have done their selec- 
tion very carefully. 


The book is made more useful by 
an addition of memory paseages and 
children’s hymns. They are also 
very carefully selected. 


The book is small in size with large 
characters and beautiful binding. 
It can be ueed in family worship, as 
a gift to children, or as stories told 
by mothers at story hours. 


(For Sale by Christian Literature 
Society, Shanghai) 


Prague Conference 


At Prague last August a meeting 
was called by the World Alliance for 


Promoting International Friendship 
through the Churehes at which China 
was represented by Mr. Li Tien-lu, 
Vice-President of Cheeloo University, 
and Mr. Swisher of Lingnan Univer- 
sity. Reporte of this meeting have 
been presented by the two China 
delegates. The main subject of the 
conference was disarmament, which 
was discussed from many different 
points of view. The spirit of the 
conference was described by our rep- 
resentatives as being very fine and 
enabling a discussion of some of the 
very difficult questions to be carried 
through with cordiality and a deep- 
ened sense of mutual respect. 


The following resolutions were 
passed by the conference: 


“This Conference, assembled at 
Prague in August 1928 under the 
auspices of the World Alliance for 
Promoting International Friendship 
through the Churches, appeals to the 
Christian churches to bring before 
their people the foregoing consider- 
alions and to represent to them the 
solemn obligations that all nations, 
forming part of the League of Nations, 
sre under to reduce and limit their 
armed forces as provided by the 
Covenant and to accept a universal 
system whereby disputes shall be 
settled by peaceful judicial methods 
in lieu of war; and it calle upon the 
Churches to use their moral influence 
with the League of Na ione and their 
respective governments to induce them 
to complete, with all despatch, the 


international arrangements necessary 
for this purpose. 


“The Conference earnest! uests 
the Churches to throw the weight of 
their educative influence and of their 
religious inspiration into supporting 
the idea that henceforth the 
by accepting the bonds of their 

unity and the muto 
compacts of concerted collaboration, 
will renounce their claim to unrestrict- 
ed right of action without regard to 
international obligations. The Church- 
es of Jesus Chri-t must accept as 
their first obligation the command- 
ment of their common Master: Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God.”’ 


The reports of the conference sent 
in by our representatives can be seem 
by any reader of the Bulletin who is 
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interested in the matter and would 

like to read them through, but it has 

sg been found possible to print them 
full. 


Hartford Meeting 


At the Foreign Missions Conference 
of North America held in Atlantic 
City last January a commission was 
appointed to discuss the next step in 
mission policy in China and advise 
the mission boards relative thereto. 
The commission held a meeting early 
in June at Hartford, Connecticut, 
under the chairmanship of Professor 
Latourette. To this meeting a 
number of Chinese representatives 
‘were invited, largely those who had 
been attending the meeting of the 
International Missionary Council at 
Jerusalem. We have received a 
preliminary report of this meeting 
whieh shows a wide field of disc 
sion on such subjects as the Relation 
of Mission Boards to the Chinese 
Church, the Relation of Foreigners 
to the Church, the Use of Western 
Money and so forth. We await with 
great interest the full report which 
is, we understand to be published 
and we hope that this attention 
drawn to the needs of progressive 
modification in mission policics to 
meet the rapidly changing situation 
in China will be provocative of 
much good. 


* Publications 


The following publications have re- 
cently been issued by the N. C. C. or 
will be issued in the very near future: 

1. The Findings of the Jerusalem 
Meeting of the Internationol Missionary 
Council in Chinese. ‘The first edition 
of these has been iseved and a second 
and carefully revised edition is now in 
preparation. It is hoped that these 
will be widely used, especially among 
teachers and preachers and other 
Christian workers, and that they will 
be sent out by the various churches 
and missions for careful study. The 
findings contain much material that 
bears directly upon the problems of 
the Church in China to-day. (Price 20 
cents, per copy, post paid). 


2. Statement of the China Delegates to 
the Jerusalem Meeting. These findings 
bearing on The Relation of the Older 
and Younger Churches’’ were the 
result of continuous study on the way 


to Jerusalem by the China delegation. 
On no previous occasion, to the best 
of our belief, has a group of Chinese 
Christians so much trusted by the 
churches been in a position to give 
continuous study to problems vitally 
affecting the life of the Church. This 
series of findings should be carefully 
studied and will, we hope, be made 
the basis of action by various responsi- 
ble groups. (Price not yet fixed). 


8. Jerusalem Findings on Industrial 
Problema. Has been published in 
Chinese by the Committee on Christ- 
ianizing Economic Relations is a separ- 
ate pamphlet with an introductory 
note calling attention to the sections 
which have direct bearing upon the 
situation in China. (Price, 5 cente 
per copy.) 


4. Je there a Christian 
(Price, 2 cents per copy.) This is a 
lecture by Prof. J. B. Tayler of 
Yenching containing a few biblical 
quotations on economic sobjects and 
showing the point where Christian 
ethice meet the ideals of socialism. 


5. A Study Course for Workers. 
By Gideon Chen, containing 20 simple 
lessons on the every day life of workers 
with suggested questions for discussion. 
It can be used as textbook for advanced 
clases of workers or as material for 


talks to workers by leaders. 


6. Economic Ideala and Practices. 
Industrial Reconstruction No, 6, being 
a full translation of Dr. Eddy’s “‘Re- 
ligion and Social Justice“ Chapter 1. 
Economic Problems, ie in the pres. 


7. Report of the Hangchow Con- 
ference on Religious Education. A full 
report of this meeting in Chinese has 
now been prepared. It contains sug- 
gestions for preparation of fresh 
material on RKeligious Exiucation, 
criteria by which they should be 
judged and other interesting and im- 
portant matters. A digest of the 
report in English has been prepared in 
typewritten form and will be sent to 
those who are interested in the matter. 
It is hoped that these reports may be 
made the basis of further study and 
may help to enlarge the group of those 
who, like the members of the Hang- 
chow Conference, are ready to give 
time to the preparation of fresh litera- 
ture on Religious Education. 


8. New Year Observance. The 
pamphlet of suggestions on the Chris- 
tian Observance of the New Year is 
being reprinted by the Committee on 
Christianizing the Home. (Price 2 
cents each, ten copies 10 cents, 100 
copies 60 cents, postpaid) 


9. The Jerusalem Meeting. Prot. T. 
C. Chao has written a vivid popular 
account of the personalities, events 
and accomplishments of the Jerusalem 
Meeting, which is now in prea. 
Iiluetrated. The best description 
available in Chinese of what transpired 
at Jerusalem in April, 1928. (Price, 
probably 25 cents, post paid). 


10. Sizt'’) Annual Mecting of N.C.C. 
The official report of the proceedings of 
the Meeting in Shanghai Oct. 11-18. 
1928, with detailel minutes, resolu- 
tions, reporte of standing committees 
and affiliated organizations, ie in course 
of publication in Engli«h and Chinese, 
to appear about Jaunary fret. 
Available on application, specifying 
which language is desired. 


11. China Church Year Book No. 10, 
ers. Ide annual year book of the 
Christian movement in China, in 
Chinese. Rev. Dang Fang, editor, Now 
ready. (rice 40 cents in paper, 60 
cents in cloth binding. 


12. China Christian Book 1928. 
Edited for the N. C. C. by Dr. Frank 
Rawlinson and an editorial committee, 
and published and on ale by the 
Christian Literature Society, Shanghai. 
Now ready (Price $2.50 cents, postage 
extra 36 cents, abroad) 


Week of Evangelism . 


The Committee on Retreat and 
Evangelism have prepared outlines for 
use at the time of the annual Week of 
Evangelism which is now so widely 
observed in China. The outlines 
suggest presentation of various aspects 
of the Kingdom of God, using the 
parables of our Lord as a means of 
-llustrating different points in counec- 
‘ion with the Week of Evangelism. 


t 

The Y. M. C. A. are reprinting the 
following tracts: Jesus’ Sympathy 
toward Laborers, by Wesley Shen; 
Jesus as Ideal Social Worker, by V. K, 
Woo; Jesus, the Social Revolutionist, 
by Y. D. Ying; Jesus the Emancipator, 
by Wesley Shen. 
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The National Committee of the Y. 
W. C. A. are preparing a pamphlet 
entitled How Shall We Bring About 
the Kingdom of God in the Home“. 
This pamphlet is written especially for 
parents, teachers and speakers in «mal! 
groups. In a simple style, it gives 
concrete illustrations of how parents 
may influence the home for better Chris- 
tian living. It gives practical suggestions 
and a brief bibliography of material on 
religious training in the home. 


The Christian Literature Society is 
preparing seven special tracts for the 
Week of Evangelism which will be 
useful for anybody, the Kyle being 
simple and direct. The prices are: 
100 «ete 81.20, 500 sets 85.50: 1000 
sete 810.00. Postage included. Order 
from Christian Literature Society, 
Shanghai. 


The Religious Tract Society have 
issued six posters, with titles as follows: 


1. Look up for Happiness 

2. Come, for all Things are now 
Ready 

3. Put off the old Man, Put on the 
new Man 

4. Seek * Firet the Kingdom of 


5, Prayer Answered though De- 
layed 


6. The Fruitful Fig Tree 
The six tracts corresponding to the 


posters are in process of preparation, 
and a bundle containeng ten copies of 
each of the «ix tracts will be sold for 
10 cents net, postage included. One 
set of the postere and one hundred of 
each of the tracts will be sold for one 
dollar, postage included. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS 


We print below the eight items for 
prayer issued by the International 
Missionary Council. We commend 
them to our readers as a basis for 
daily meditation and intercession. 
They are being used by people in all 
parts of the world and may be regard- 


ed not only as a stimulus to a deeper 


and more inclusive prayer life, but 
also as a reminder of our fellowehip 
in Christ and a link between those 
who look for the Kingdom of God in 
many laude. 


In the China field we may think 
especially of the call to prayer that 
comes with the entrance of China 
upon a new period in her national 
life, emphasized as it is by the actions 
of the annual meeting reported in 
this issue of the Bulletin. There are 
very many items which will lead use 
out naturally into prayer as, for 
example, the visitation of the church- 
ee, the anti-opium work, the new 
effort to deal with the labor situation 
on sound humanitarian lines, the 
need for leadership in the Church 
adequate to this day of opportunity. 


Call to Prayer from Jerusalem Meeting 


1. For a Missionary Spirit. That 
the Church may see the whole world’s 
need of Christ, and may be ready for 
any sacrifice in order to make Him 
known to all mankind. 


—- —— 


2. For a Spirit of Prayer. That 
Christian people may learn to pray as 
Christ prayed and taught His dis- 
ciples to pray; and that an ever- 
increasing number of interceders may 
be raised up until the whole Church 
is awakened to prayer. 


8. Fora Spirit of Sacrifice. That 
the Church may be willing at what- 
ever cost to follow and to bear 


witness to the way of Christ as she 
sees it. 


4. For a Spirit of Unity. ‘That the 
whole Church of Christ may desire 
and experience a new unity in Christ. 


5. For the Gift of Interpretation. 
That the Church may learn to preach 
the eternal Gospel by word and life in 
terme that the men and women of 
this age will understand. 


6. For Courageous Witness in Moral 
Vuestions. That the witness of the 
moral questions of our day may truly 
reflect the mind of God and may be 


known and felt throughout the 
world. 


7. Fora Spirit of Service. That a 
great number of men and women 
may offer themselves unreservedly to 
do Chriat’s work at home and abroad 
in our generation. 


8. For the Completion of our own 
Conversion. For the removal of all 
hindrances in our own lives to the 
manifestation of God’s redeeming 
love and power, 
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